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Black History Month 
 
Black History Month is a time to recognize and focus on the unique history
and contributions of the Black/African American community and understand
that Black/African American history is American history. Within the context
of Black/African American history, we strive to understand the resilience
and struggles in the face of oppression and discrimination by Black/African
Americans. With the killing of Tyre Nichols and the move by some officials
to make Black/African American history invisible, we understand that
although there has been much progress over the years, however, there is
still much more we need to do. We are still trying to reach Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr's mountain top. 
 
Throughout February as well as throughout the year, let's celebrate
Black/African American history. The 2023 national theme for Black History
Month is "Black Resistance" to recognize the horrific and ongoing
oppression that Black/African Americans have faced and resisted. I call the
Gonzaga University community to celebrate and study the history of
Black/African Americans in February, throughout the year, and every year.
Moreover, help create a sense of belonging and cultivate an environment
that is safe, welcoming, and inclusive of the lived experiences and humanity
of Black/African Americans. Enjoy events, lectures, and presentations
throughout the month and year, and in particular, celebrate "Black
Resistance." 
 
Please see our "Education Corner" in this month's Diversity Digest to learn
more about Black History leaders. The list of leaders represents a few key
leaders, but it is a start for those who want to learn more. Black leaders
such as these and Black scientists, entrepreneurs, researchers, writers,
elected officials, and clergy continue to drive much of the American story,
history, and culture. 
 
A prayer for Black History Month and the year: 
 
"God, help us to value diversity beyond variety. Help us value diversity with
a vision for a progressive future that acknowledges our strength together as
well as the power, creativity, ideas, and part that we all bring when we are
all welcome – to come to the table and taste and see that the Lord is good.
-Kierra Stuvland 
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EDUCATION CORNER
 

We inv i te  you  to  beg in  an  exp lorat ion  o f  a  few key
f igures  f rom Black/Afr ican  Amer ican  h is tory  through

th is  month  and  year  through  His tory  prof i les :
 

James  Ba ldwin
(1927-1987)  

Wr i ter  ( themes  such  as  sexua l i ty ,  mascu l in i ty ,  race
and  c lass ) ,  C iv i l  R ights  Act iv i s t .  For  more ,  see

https : //www.b iography .com/authors-wr i ters/ james-
ba ldwin

 
Da isy  Bates
(1914-1999)

Journa l i s t ,  c i v i l  r ights  act iv i s t ,  mentor  to  the  L i t t le
Rock  N ine ,  and  speaker  at  the  March  on  Wash ington .

For  more ,  see  “Ce lebrat ing  Da isy  Bates "  

https://www.biography.com/authors-writers/james-baldwin
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/celebrating-daisy-bates-black-female-orator-at-the-march-on-washington


 Mark  E .  Dean
(1957  -  )

Computer  sc ient i s t .  Deve loped  in  the  ear ly  1980s ,  a
system that  a l lowed computers  to  communicate  wi th

pr inters  and  other  dev ices .  For  more ,  see  Mark  Dean  -
B iography ,  Computer  Sc ient is t ,  Eng ineer

 
W E  B  Dubo is
(1868-1963)

Soc io log is t ,  soc ia l i s t ,  h i s tor ian ,  Pan-Afr ican  C iv i l
R ights  act iv i s t ,  

For  more  see :  h t tps : //naacp .org/f ind-
resources/h is tory-exp la ined/c iv i l - r ights- leaders/web-

du-bo is
 

Fann ie  Lou  Hamer
(1917-1977 )

Po l i t ica l  act iv i s t ,  ce lebrated  orator ,  co- founder  o f  the
Freedom Democrat ic  Party ,  and  co-organ izer  o f

Freedom Summer .  For  more ,  see  “Fann ie  Lou  Hamer :
Unsung  Woman of  the  C iv i l  R ights  Movement”

https://www.biography.com/inventors/mark-dean
https://naacp.org/find-resources/history-explained/civil-rights-leaders/web-du-bois
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/fannie-lou-hamer-and-unsung-women-of-the-civil-rights-movement


be l l  hooks
(1952-2021)

In f luent ia l  scho lar ,  professor ,  and  pub l ic  in te l lectua l
in  domains  inc lud ing  race ,  femin ism,  and  educat ion .
For  more ,  see  “be l l  hooks  Taught  Us  to  Transgress”

 
Dorothy  Johnson  Vaughan 

(1910-2008)
Mathet ic ian  and  “human computer .  Was  part  o f  a  team

that  d id  mathemat ica l  ca lcu lat ions  to  he lp  launch
sate l l i tes  and  la ter  humans  into  space .  For  more ,  see

Dorothy  Johnson  Vaughan  -  Educat ion ,  Ear ly  L i fe  &
Fami ly  (b iography .com)

 
Dr .  Mart in  Luther  K ing ,  J r .

(1929-1968)
Civ i l  r ights  act iv i s t ,  min is ter ,  and  po l i t ica l  d i ss ident .

For  more ,  see  “K ing ’s  L i fe  i s  a  Demand”
 

https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/bell-hooks-taught-us-to-transgress
https://www.biography.com/scientists/dorothy-johnson-vaughan
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/kings-life-is-a-demand


Audre  Lorde
(1934-1992)

Lesb ian  wr i ter ,  act iv i s t ,  and  p ioneer  in  in tersect iona l
thought .  For  more ,  see  “Exp lor ing  Audre  Lorde ’s

Legac ies”
 

C lara  Luper
(1923-2011)

Teacher  and  c iv i l  r ights  act iv i s t  centra l  to  the
Oklahoma Ci ty  S i t - Ins .  For  more ,  see  “Teach ing  to

Transform:  Dr .  Kar los  H i l l  on  Educator-Act iv i s t  C lara
Luper”

 
Ton i  Morr i son
(1931-2019)

Acc la imed nove l i s t ,  poet ,  p laywr ight ,  and  essay is t .  For
more ,  see  “Remember ingTon i  Morr i son”

 
 
 

https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/exploring-audre-lordes-legacies
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/teaching-to-transform-dr.-karlos-hill-on-educator-activist-clara-luper
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/remembering-toni-morrison


Bayard  Rust in
(1912-1987)

Gay  c iv i l  r ights  act iv i s t ,  o rgan izer  o f  the  March  on
Washington ,  and  po l i t ica l  d i ss ident .  — For  more ,  see

“Brother  Outs ider :  Remember ing  Gay  C iv i l  R ights
Leader  Bayard  Rust in”

 
Harr ie t  Tubman 
(1822 –  1913)  

Amer ican  abo l i t ion is t ,  and  soc ia l  act iv i s t .  Escaped
s lavery ,  and  subsequent ly  made  some 13  miss ions  to

rescue  approx imate ly  70  s laves ,  For  more ,  see
https : //www.h is tory .com/top ics/b lack-h is tory/harr ie t -

tubman
 
 
 

https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/brother-outsider-remembering-gay-civil-rights-leader-bayard-rustin
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/harriet-tubman


Carter  Godwin  Woodson  
(1875 –1950)

Amer ican  h is tor ian ,  author ,  journa l i s t ,  and  the  founder
of  the  Assoc iat ion  for  the  Study  o f  Af r ican  Amer ican

L i fe  and  His tory  (ASALH) .  In  February  1926 ,  he
launched  the  ce lebrat ion  o f  "Negro  His tory  Week , "  the

precursor  o f  B lack  His tory  Month .  For  more ,  see
https : //www.h is tory .com/news/the-man-beh ind-b lack-

h is tory-month
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_for_the_Study_of_African_American_Life_and_History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month
https://www.history.com/news/the-man-behind-black-history-month


LINKS,  RESOURCES,  AND MORE 
 

LINKS:
 

YOUTUBE -  HISTORY OF  BHM 
 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF
AFRICAN AMERICAN L IFE  AND HISTORY -  ORIGINS

OF BHM
 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF  AFRICAN
AMERICANLIFE  AND HISTORY -  BLACK HISTORY

THEMES
 

HISTORY.COM -  BHM 2023 THEME
 

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH.GOV
 

https://youtu.be/hnSHm3Y9qYc
https://asalh.org/about-us/origins-of-black-history-month/
https://asalh.org/about-us/origins-of-black-history-month/
https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/
https://www.history.com/.amp/topics/black-history/black-history-month#black-history-month-2023-theme
https://blackhistorymonth.gov/
https://blackhistorymonth.gov/


FEBRUARY 26
 

 Jadrian Tarver Faculty  Recital :
 

Beyond the Western Canon:  Celebrat ing the
Music and Legacy of  Composers from the

Afr ican Diaspora
 

 MYRTLE  WOLDSON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
 

T IME :  2 :00-3 :00PM
 

View the full flyer for this event HERE!

https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2023/2/26/jadrian-tarver-faculty-recital
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2023/2/26/jadrian-tarver-faculty-recital
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFaNDkkY3A/C4FZji-CoKMe-psECV0Ghg/view?utm_content=DAFaNDkkY3A&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=homepage_design_menu


WATCH FOR THE RELEASE OF
OUR OFFICE'S

 INCLUSIVE EXCELLENCE
STRATEGIC PLAN LATER THIS

YEAR! 
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Please remember to complete the
Catharsis Online Training module:

Report=Support!
 

It addresses interpersonal violence (sexual
assault, intimate partner violence, and stalking)

and will provide tools to help you challenge
disrespectful and abusive behavior when you

witness it.
 

The module should take 30 – 45 minutes to
complete.

 
You are expected to complete this online training

program by March 31st 2023. 

DIVERSITY DIGEST FEB 2023 



Our Annual Report will be
released at the end of this year!
It will cover things
accomplished by our office
around campus and in the
community for 2020-2022, as
well as upcoming programs and
exciting plans for 2023-2024.

Look for the release of our
Inclusive Excellence
Strategic Plan later this year! 

Keep an eye out for new
releases from the Office of

Inclusive Excellence: 
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Christina Thomas
Title IX Director

For this edition of Diversity Digest, we feature
video messages from members of the Office of

Inclusive Excellence on the meaning and
importance of Black History Month. You can

view her full video HERE!

DIVERSITY DIGEST FEB 2023

https://youtu.be/VdGXW0DVGU4


Dr. Shawn Washington
Assistant to Chief Diversity Officer

For this edition of Diversity Digest, we feature
video messages from members of the Office of

Inclusive Excellence on the meaning and
importance of Black History Month. You can

view his full video BELOW!
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Dr. Shawn Washington
Assistant to Chief Diversity Officer
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upcomingupcomingupcoming
events:events:events:   
stillstillstill

time totime totime to
getgetget

involved!!involved!!involved!!



FEB-MARCH -  -  MARDI BRAS FUNDRAISER
HOPE HOUSE SHELTER 

DROP OFF  COLLECTED ITEMS MARCH 3  
T IME :  2 :00-4 :00PM

 
FEB 26 --  JADRIAN TARVER FACULTY RECITAL:
BEYOND THE WESTERN CANON: CELEBRATING

THE MUSIC AND LEGACY OF COMPOSERS FROM
THE AFRICAN DIASPORA

 MYRTLE  WOLDSON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
T IME :  2 :00-3 :00PM
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SPOKANE COMMUNITY EVENTS

https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2023/2/26/jadrian-tarver-faculty-recital


FEB 25 --  QUEER STUDENT UNION:  DRAG SHOW
STAGE LEFT 

 
FEB 26 --  JADRIAN TARVER FACULTY RECITAL:  BEYOND THE
WESTERN CANON: CELEBRATING THE MUSIC AND LEGACY OF

COMPOSERS FROM THE AFRICAN DIASPORA
  MYRTLE  WOLDSON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

T IME :  2 :00-3 :00PM
 

 FEB 28 --MITIGATING DEATH: A CONVERSATION ABOUT DEATH
PENALTY CASE WORK

 HERAK CLUB ROOM,  MCCARTHEY ATHLETIC  CENTER 
T IME :  10 :30-11 :30AM 

 
 MARCH 4 --  ASSOCIATION OF LATIN AMERICAN STUDENTS:

ROMPIENDO
FRONTERAS/ BREAKING BARRIERS

HEMMINGSON BALLROOM
 T IME :  5 :00-6 :30PM

DIVERSITY DIGEST FEB 2023 

GONZAGA COMMUNITY EVENTS

https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2023/2/26/jadrian-tarver-faculty-recital
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2023/2/28/mitigating-death-lecture
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BOOK RECOMMENDATIONBOOK RECOMMENDATION

“My Grandmother's Hands will change the direction of
the movement for racial justice."— Robin DiAngelo, New

York Times bestselling author of White Fragility
 

Purchase or read more about it here  
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMy-Grandmothers-Hands-Racialized-Pathway%2Fdp%2F1942094477%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhfz44svo_AIVx_bICh1uewQkEAAYASAAEgIu4PD_BwE%26hvadid%3D321941331259%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvlocphy%3D9009674%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvqmt%3De%26hvrand%3D6570645839257537312%26hvtargid%3Dkwd-605848025420%26hydadcr%3D22561_10354861%26keywords%3Dmy%2Bgrandmother%2527s%2Bhand%26qid%3D1674851430%26sr%3D8-1&data=05%7C01%7Cmlocke%40zagmail.gonzaga.edu%7C663306992d4d49ef47e308db00a606ef%7C2ba334075ccc4940bd16ae154f04c3ca%7C0%7C0%7C638104485319779197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PQbfxu2H2pPfXy1l398AO9DsQr%2FpyiGgIPPzHH56R0o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMy-Grandmothers-Hands-Racialized-Pathway%2Fdp%2F1942094477%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhfz44svo_AIVx_bICh1uewQkEAAYASAAEgIu4PD_BwE%26hvadid%3D321941331259%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvlocphy%3D9009674%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvqmt%3De%26hvrand%3D6570645839257537312%26hvtargid%3Dkwd-605848025420%26hydadcr%3D22561_10354861%26keywords%3Dmy%2Bgrandmother%2527s%2Bhand%26qid%3D1674851430%26sr%3D8-1&data=05%7C01%7Cmlocke%40zagmail.gonzaga.edu%7C663306992d4d49ef47e308db00a606ef%7C2ba334075ccc4940bd16ae154f04c3ca%7C0%7C0%7C638104485319779197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PQbfxu2H2pPfXy1l398AO9DsQr%2FpyiGgIPPzHH56R0o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMy-Grandmothers-Hands-Racialized-Pathway%2Fdp%2F1942094477%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhfz44svo_AIVx_bICh1uewQkEAAYASAAEgIu4PD_BwE%26hvadid%3D321941331259%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvlocphy%3D9009674%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvqmt%3De%26hvrand%3D6570645839257537312%26hvtargid%3Dkwd-605848025420%26hydadcr%3D22561_10354861%26keywords%3Dmy%2Bgrandmother%2527s%2Bhand%26qid%3D1674851430%26sr%3D8-1&data=05%7C01%7Cmlocke%40zagmail.gonzaga.edu%7C663306992d4d49ef47e308db00a606ef%7C2ba334075ccc4940bd16ae154f04c3ca%7C0%7C0%7C638104485319779197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PQbfxu2H2pPfXy1l398AO9DsQr%2FpyiGgIPPzHH56R0o%3D&reserved=0
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THAT 'S ALL FROM US HERE AT
THE OFFICE OF INCLUSIVE

EXCELLENCE THIS FEBRUARY!

ENJOYED THE NEWSLETTER? SCROLL
DOWN TO SUBSCRIBE !

GIVE  US A  FOLLOW ON INSTAGRAM
@GONZAGADIVERSITY

OR FEEL  FREE  TO EMAIL  US AT
INCLUSIVEEXCELLENCE@GONZAGA.EDU

TO STAY IN  TOUCH!
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FOLLOW THE LINK
BELOW TO

SUBSCRIBE TO
DIVERSITY

DIGEST!

CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE AND STAY UP TO
DATE WITH THE OFFICE OF INCLUSIVE

EXCELLENCE!  

ANY FEEDBACK FOR US? PLEASE  EMAIL
 US AT

 INCLUSIVEEXCELLENCE@GONZAGA.EDU
 OR DM US ON INSTAGRAM

 @GONZAGADIVERSITY  AND LET  US
 KNOW! !

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=BzSjK8xcQEm9Fq4VTwTDyuAvVSZGVM1EkGTrbPvcD15UM0QwMFZDVDRONTZaUFJJUlBYUTlDWTFMMC4u

