Summary of Major Provisions of the Department of Education’s Title IX Final Rule
and Comparison to the NPRM

Issue

Provisions in Final Rule
(Bold typeface indicates language added in the Final Rule,
responsive to public comment)

Provisions in NPRM
(Bold typeface indicates language not included in the Final Rule,
responsive to public comment)

1. Notice to Schools,
Colleges, Universities,
and other Recipients of
Federal Funds
(“Schools™”):

Actual Knowledge

Actual knowledge means notice of sexual harassment or
allegations of sexual harassment to a school’s Title IX
Coordinator or any official of the school who has
authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of the
school, or to any employee of an elementary and
secondary school.

- “Notice” includes, but is not limited to, a report of
sexual harassment to the Title IX Coordinator as
described in the Final Rule.

Actual knowledge means notice of sexual harassment or
allegations of sexual harassment to a school’s Title IX
Coordinator or any official of the school who has authority
to institute corrective measures on behalf of the school, or
to a teacher in the elementary and secondary context
with regard to student-on-student harassment.

2. Definition of Sexual
Harassment for Title IX
Purposes

Sexual harassment means conduct on the basis of sex
that satisfies one or more of the following:

(i) A school employee conditioning education benefits on
participation in unwelcome sexual conduct (i.e., quid pro
quo); or

(i1) Unwelcome conduct that a reasonable person would
determine is so severe, pervasive, and objectively
offensive that it effectively denies a person equal access to
the school’s education program or activity; or

(111) Sexual assault (as defined in the Clery Act), dating
violence, domestic violence, or stalking as defined in
the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA).

Sexual harassment means:

(i) A school employee conditioning education benefits on
participation in unwelcome sexual conduct (i.e., quid pro
quo); or

(ii) Unwelcome conduct on the basis of sex, that is so
severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it
effectively denies a person equal access to the school’s
education program or activity; or

(111) Sexual assault (as defined in the Clery Act
regulations).
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Summary of Major Provisions of the Department of Education’s Title IX Final Rule
and Comparison to the NPRM

- A school may not require the parties to participate in
informal resolution and may not offer informal
resolution unless a formal complaint is filed.

- At any time prior to agreeing to a resolution, any
party has the right to withdraw from informal
resolution and resume the grievance process with
respect to the formal complaint.

- Schools must not offer or facilitate an informal
resolution process to resolve allegations that an
employee sexually harassed a student.

13. Retaliation Prohibited The Final Rule expressly prohibits retaliation against any
individual for exercising Title IX rights:

- No school or person may intimidate, threaten, coerce,
or discriminate against any individual for the purpose
of interfering with any right or privilege secured by
Title IX, or because the individual has made a report
or complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or
refused to participate in any manner in a Title IX
investigation, proceeding, or hearing.

- Charges against an individual for code of conduct
violations that do not involve sex discrimination or
sexual harassment, but arise out of the same facts or
circumstances as a report or complaint of sex
discrimination, or a report or formal complaint of
sexual harassment, for the purpose of interfering with
any right or privilege secured by Title IX, constitutes
retaliation.

- The school must keep confidential the identity of
complainants, respondents, and witnesses, except as
may be permitted by FERPA, or as required by law, or
as necessary to carry out a Title IX proceeding.

- Complaints alleging retaliation may be filed
according to the grievance procedures for sex
discrimination that schools must adopt and publish.
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