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Commitment

To strengthen your commitment to a field where a graduate degree
is useful (e.g., healthcare, education, social work)

Marketability

To enhance your marketability in your field, stand out in the job
market, try a new career path, or advance in current field

Qualifications

To qualify for teaching or research positions (private high
schools, community colleges, or online programs)

Specialized Skills
To develop specialized research skills, explore a subject in greater

depth, and strengthen your analytical skills

REASONS TO APPLY FOR 

GRADUATE SCHOOL

Flexibility

To use your PhD in a range of careers: DEI work, industry, political
campaigning, academic editing/publishing, and more  



FINDING GRADUATE

PROGRAMS THAT ALIGN

WITH YOUR INTERESTS

Talking with your professors and advisor
can help you determine if a particular
program aligns with your academic

interests and career goals.

 

Many professional organizations keep data
about graduate programs in their field. Check
out the National Communication Association,

National Women's Studies Association, and
American Studies Association for information. 

Because you will work closely with
faculty in graduate school, look at

faculty expertise to determine whether a
program aligns with your interests.

Asking about the experiences of
graduate students in programs you’re
interested in can help you learn more

about what it feels like to be a member
of those programs.

Seek Advice

Faculty Expertise

Ask Grad Students

Professional Organizations

https://www.natcom.org/nca-doctoral-program-guide
https://www.nwsa.org/member-resources/resource-library
https://www.theasa.net/resources/professionalization
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Completing a graduate degree could take 2-
6 years. What matters most to you?

 Where you do want to live?

Will the program fund you as a
Teaching or Research Assistant? 

Do the prestige and reputation of the
program matter to you? 



You should discover information about
funding opportunities before applying
to graduate programs. 

Be sure to think about living expenses.
Your graduate student budget will be

modest and you will want to be able to
make ends meet. 

Working for the university – as a Teaching
Assistant, Instructor, and/or Researcher –
may mean you can receive tuition remission
and a living stipend. There may also be
opportunities for grants, fellowships, and
scholarships. Make sure also to complete a
FAFSA application.

FUNDED 

PROGRAMS 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


MAJOR COMPONENTS

FOR YOUR APPLICATION

+Programs generally look for academic professors or mentors, not a
friend or parent.

+Ask an advisor, professor whose classes you’ve taken or professor
you’ve  worked with in an extended capacity. 

+ Tips for requesting letters of recommendation  

L E T T E R S  O F  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  

+Your personal statement should explain why you want to join the
program, are a good fit, and what experiences have prepared you

+Evidence of ability – classes you’ve taken, conferences, research
projects, internships/fellowships, clubs/service organizations, personal
experiences, technical skills, foreign language proficiency, etc. 

+ Tips on writing a personal statement

C O V E R  L E T T E R /  P E R S O N A L  S T A T E M E N T

https://gonzaga.azureedge.net/-/media/Website/Documents/Student-Life/Career-Services/Students/Graduate-School-Resources/Tips-for-Requesting-Letters-of-Recommendation.ashx?rev=f68dbbe7b7d6422fbc93c783f7b37c5d&hash=D446A6C627C94A762DE922495281DD17&_gl=1*ds1np5*_gcl_au*Mzg1NTQ2MDQ2LjE3MjczNjg0NTk.*_ga*NzI4NDM3MTg4LjE2Nzc4NzM4NjQ.*_ga_D9YJSENXGZ*MTcyNzM4OTYxNy4yMDUuMS4xNzI3Mzg5NzE0LjYwLjAuMA..
https://gonzaga.azureedge.net/-/media/Website/Documents/Student-Life/Career-Services/Students/Graduate-School-Resources/Tips-for-Requesting-Letters-of-Recommendation.ashx?rev=f68dbbe7b7d6422fbc93c783f7b37c5d&hash=D446A6C627C94A762DE922495281DD17&_gl=1*ds1np5*_gcl_au*Mzg1NTQ2MDQ2LjE3MjczNjg0NTk.*_ga*NzI4NDM3MTg4LjE2Nzc4NzM4NjQ.*_ga_D9YJSENXGZ*MTcyNzM4OTYxNy4yMDUuMS4xNzI3Mzg5NzE0LjYwLjAuMA..
https://gonzaga.azureedge.net/-/media/Website/Documents/Student-Life/Career-Services/Students/Graduate-School-Resources/Tips-for-Requesting-Letters-of-Recommendation.ashx?rev=f68dbbe7b7d6422fbc93c783f7b37c5d&hash=D446A6C627C94A762DE922495281DD17&_gl=1*ds1np5*_gcl_au*Mzg1NTQ2MDQ2LjE3MjczNjg0NTk.*_ga*NzI4NDM3MTg4LjE2Nzc4NzM4NjQ.*_ga_D9YJSENXGZ*MTcyNzM4OTYxNy4yMDUuMS4xNzI3Mzg5NzE0LjYwLjAuMA..
https://gonzaga.azureedge.net/-/media/Website/Documents/Student-Life/Career-Services/Students/Graduate-School-Resources/Guide-to-Writing-Personal-Statements.ashx?rev=ca3d31a5a6944afa9742aa313aeaf293&hash=66E21B348793C7DCFD223B4D69C90DD8&_gl=1*ds1np5*_gcl_au*Mzg1NTQ2MDQ2LjE3MjczNjg0NTk.*_ga*NzI4NDM3MTg4LjE2Nzc4NzM4NjQ.*_ga_D9YJSENXGZ*MTcyNzM4OTYxNy4yMDUuMS4xNzI3Mzg5NzE0LjYwLjAuMA..


MAJOR COMPONENTS

FOR YOUR APPLICATION

+Details academic, educational, and professional experience

+Think about ability, not experience

+ Tips for developing your CV

C U R R I C U L U M  V I T A E  O R  R E S U M E

W R I T I N G  S A M P L E  
+Pick a paper you are proud of or that showcases your interests.

+You want to show you can make a clear argument supported
by research 

https://gonzaga.azureedge.net/-/media/Website/Documents/Student-Life/Career-Services/Students/Graduate-School-Resources/CV.ashx?rev=34888d0d904748e38f8aa9308e7bc13a&hash=A64861B853209D1F63C413E2B506F49D&_gl=1*p6his*_gcl_au*Mzg1NTQ2MDQ2LjE3MjczNjg0NTk.*_ga*NzI4NDM3MTg4LjE2Nzc4NzM4NjQ.*_ga_D9YJSENXGZ*MTcyNzM4OTYxNy4yMDUuMS4xNzI3Mzg5NzE0LjYwLjAuMA..


MAJOR COMPONENTS

FOR YOUR APPLICATION

A C A D E M I C  T R A N S C R I P T S   

G R E  T E S T

+ You can request your official or unofficial transcripts through
the Office of the Registrar. 

+Take this in advance to have scores sent and remember that some
programs are test-optional.
+Three sections: verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, analytical
writing.
+Test fee is $200 and fee reduction programs are available for
individuals who can demonstrate financial need, for those who are
unemployed and receiving unemployment compensation, and for
national programs that work with underrepresented groups.

https://www.ets.org/gre.html
https://www.gonzaga.edu/academics/academic-resources/registrars-office/resources/transcripts
https://www.ets.org/gre/score-users/reducing-barriers/fee-reductions.html

