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1493 Inter Caetera: “discover”/ “take possession” 
“the spread of the Christian rule to carry forward your holy and 

praiseworthy purpose so pleasing to immortal God:” 
“to the happiness and glory of all Christendom “	



Doctrine of Discovery	
The Bible used to argue for expansion of ‘Christendom’	

	
Genesis 1:28 Be Fruitful and Multiply, Fill the Earth and Subdue it	

	
“Coloniality”:  A White Christian Frame	

deems land and peoples destined for European-Christian control	





Deep Cultural Differences 
George “Tink” Tinker, American Indian Liberation:   

A Theology of Sovereignty	

Human Activity!
Rhythm v. Progress!

Land!
Attachment v. Ownership!

!
Social Organization!

Community v. Individual!
!

Place in Creation!
Interrelation With v. Control Over!

Indigenous	
Worldview	

European	
Worldview	



Carington Bowles, map of the world 1780	



Denis Diderot	
French Philosopher	
1713-1784	

1684-1777	
Voltaire	
French Writer/Philosopher	

David Hume	
1711-1776	
ScoZish Philosopher	
Historian/Economist	

GWF Hegel	
German	
Philospher	

Immanuel Kant	
1724-1805	



Linneaus 1707-1778, Swedish Botanist	
Blumenbach 1752-1840 German Physician	
Deniker 1852-1919 French Botanist and Anthropologist	
Huxley 1825-1895 English Biologist and Anthropologist	



1492   1550s   Rise of Science   1780s 
Conquest     colonialism Modern Philosophy philosophical 

      defense of colonialism 
      “The Enlightenment” 





   
“What is the right of the huntsman to the forest of a thousand 
miles over which he has accidentally ranged in quest of prey?  
Shall the fields and vallies, which a beneficent God has 
formed to teem with the life of innumerable multitudes, be 
condemned to everlasting barrenness?”  

  (Future) President John Quincy Adams (1802) 
  
“Is one of the fairest portions of the globe to remain in a 
state of nature, the haunt of a few wretched savages, when 
it seems destined by the Creator to give support to a large 
population and to be the seat of civilization, of science 
and of true religion?”   

 Governor William Henry Harrison, of Indiana (1810) 
 



“It would seem that the White race alone received the 
divine command, to subdue and replenish the earth!”   
 
Senator Thomas Hart Benton 
May 28, 1846, on the Oregon question 

“Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill 
the earth and 
subdue it” ���

(Genesis 1:28)	



Supreme Court Decision 
Johnson v. M’Intosh 

1823	
Christian nations’  
right of discovery supersedes 
indigenous nations’  
right of occupancy 

Legal Impact of Coloniality  
and Christendom	



U.S. Supreme Court 
1823 

Johnson v. M’Intosh 
 

“Not only has the practice of 
all civilized nations been in 

conformity with this doctrine 
[of Christian ‘discovery’] but 

the whole theory of their titles 
to lands in America rests upon 

the hypothesis that the 
Indians had no right of soil as 
sovereign, independent states.  
Discovery is the foundation of 
title in European nations, and 
this overlooks all proprietary 

rights in the natives.”	





 
10.7 million enslaved Africans worked over lifetimes to 
sustain the U.S. economy   Where did the money go? 







Chinese Workers  
on the 

 Transcontinental 
Railroad 

“As a class they are quiet, peaceable, patient, industrious and 
economical—ready and apt to learn all the different kinds of 
work required in railroad building, they soon become as efficient 
as white laborers. More prudent and economical, they are 
contented with less wages.” (Leland Stanford, President of Central 
Pacific Railroad, 1865)   Included in the Report of the Secretary of 
the Interior (1865) 



1886 	
Advertisement	

	
“The command of the Scripture is: ‘Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature;’ not overwhelm your 
own family, your own neighborhood, 
your own nation with the…effects of 
heathenism.  Let the missionary go to 
China and convert these men from their 
heathenish practices, wash their robes 
and make them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, and then, being fit for American 
citizenship and to become an integral 
part of our society, let them come as 
immigrants.  Until then, they deteriorate 
our body-politic and destroy our 
civilization.”  Senator AA Sargent (1878)	



Spokane c. 1917	



Uplift, Civilize and Christianize	
 
Rev. Alexander McKenzie at 1893 World’s Parliament, 
celebrating the American Christian project: “taking the black 
material of humanity and building it up into noble men and 
women; taking the red material wild with every savage instinct, 
and making it into respectable men.”	

Images from the Carlisle Indian School, PA	

Jim Crow and	
Jim Dandy	
	







1492   1550s   Rise of Science   1780s 
Conquest     colonialism Modern Philosophy philosophical 

      defense of colonialism 
      “The Enlightenment” 



 
10.7 million enslaved Africans worked over lifetimes to 
sustain the U.S. economy   Where did the money go? 



1886 	
Advertisement	

	
“The command of the Scripture is: ‘Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature;’ not overwhelm your 
own family, your own neighborhood, 
your own nation with the…effects of 
heathenism.  Let the missionary go to 
China and convert these men from their 
heathenish practices, wash their robes 
and make them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, and then, being fit for American 
citizenship and to become an integral 
part of our society, let them come as 
immigrants.  Until then, they deteriorate 
our body-politic and destroy our 
civilization.”  Senator AA Sargent (1878)	





White Racial 
Framing	

Presumes  
White virtuousness and  
White superiority 
 
Grounded Christian supremacy 
 
Logic:   
God destined this land for us, we 
must be in the right 
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“The Spokane Tribe of Indians ancestors inhabited much of northeastern 
Washington which consisted of approximately 3 million acres. At times they 
extended their hunting, fishing, and gathering grounds into Idaho and 
Montana.”	
	
Prior to the arrival of the US department of war the lived as a “river people, 
living a semi-nomadic way of life hunting, fishing and gathering all creator 
had made available to them.” 	
	





James NeZle Glover	
Banker	

Jay Cooke	
Northern Pacific Railroad	



1862 Homestead 
Act	
	
 Provided that 
any adult citizen 
or intended 
citizen could 
claim 160 acres 
of land that was 
newly acquired 
by the United 
States 	
	





1887	
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Genesis 1:28  Be Fruitful and Multiply, Fill the Earth and Subdue It	

Revelation 22:2 : The tree of life… “yielded her fruit every 
month, and the leaves of the tree was for the healing of the nations” 	



“The Native Tribes of North America and the 
Catholic Missions” v. 30 (1877): 145-162 

between Catholic scholars on on ‘races of man’ (100-109) 
and African slave trade (219) 

St. John’s Fordham	
New York City	



 
“The main object of this paper is to arrive at a just 
appreciation of the immense labours required of those 
zealous men who spent their live and often shed their 
blood to Christianize the North American races.  It is 
always an affair of great difficult to convert pagans to 
Christ; and the task is still more arduous when the 
pagans to be converted are rude savages, degraded 
consequently from their primitive state.”
•   

St. John’s Fordham	
New York City	



“But a sufficient study of the Red Indian will prove that he 
was not only a pagan, when the first Catholic missionaries 
came – not only a degraded savage, but in appearance totally 
unfit for a settled life, either as an agriculturalist, a 
fisherman, or even as a hunter, the wildest of all the pursuits 
of inferior tribes….Now, before a pagan can become a 
thorough Christian he must be made to a certain extent at 
least, a man of steady habits.” (1877)

St. John’s Fordham	
New York City	



A “river people, living a semi-nomadic way of life 
hunting, fishing and gathering all creator had made 
available to them.” 	

“a settled life”  “Now, before a pagan can become a 
thorough Christian he must be made to a certain 
extent at least, a man of steady habits.” 	
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Genesis 1:28  Be Fruitful and Multiply, Fill the Earth and Subdue It	

Revelation 22:2 : The tree of life… “yielded her fruit every 
month, and the leaves of the tree was for the healing of the nations” 	







21st century	





As we’re doing anti-racism work, 
how do we face our histories?	

•  Land obtained through Settler Colonialism 
•  Wealth through an Economy of Enslavement 
•  Embedded in US projects of Expansion & Militarism 

Look at our websites: 	
 Do we tell our stories through a White Racial 

Frame and White Christian virtuousness?	



Look at our programming: 	
	

 Do we honor those who capitalize on U.S. 
militarism and corporate/capitalist exploitation?	



Look at our curricula: 	
	

 Do we dedicate resources to ensuring	
 ‘our’ histories are told?	



Look at our mission/service descriptions: 	
	

 Do we leverage ‘virtuousness’ to the eclipse of 
‘complicity’?	



Possibilities of  
Jesuit Institutions	

•  Websites:  Can we model new ways of telling our history? 

•  Programming/Curriculum:  How do we ensure resources 
are dedicated to tell the full range of our histories, 
identities, cultures?   

 
•  Mission:  How do we leverage our diversity and shared 

commitment to creating truly anti-racist, multi-cultural 
institutions? 


