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Start with Why

Remain Flexible

Look for the Best

Lead and Serve for the Common Good

Imagine the Possible



Key Terms

• Society of Jesus (Jesuits)
• AMDG-Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

“For the Greater Glory of God”
• St. Ignatius of Loyola
• St. Aloysius Gonzaga
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HOME // ABOUT GONZAGA UNIVERSITY // OUR 
MISSION AND JESUIT VALUES // RESOURCES

St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Jesuits
Gonzaga Basketball Fan

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=868555366203&set=a.627455327613.2130528.28202308&type=1&relevant_count=1


#1 Start with Why
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How do you understand 
the purpose of your life 
and work?



• The Spiritual Exercises
– First Principle and 

Foundation
– Contemplations

• Constitutions
• Ratio Studiorum
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Gonzaga Mission Statement
(Adopted in 2013, Modified in 2017)

Gonzaga University is an exemplary learning community that educates students for
lives of leadership and service for the common good.

In keeping with its Catholic, Jesuit, and humanistic heritage and identity, Gonzaga
models and expects excellence in academic and professional pursuits and intentionally
develops the whole person -- intellectually, spiritually, culturally, physically, and
emotionally.

Through engagement with knowledge, wisdom, and questions informed by classical
and contemporary perspectives, Gonzaga cultivates in its students the capacities and
dispositions for reflective and critical thought, lifelong learning, spiritual growth,
ethical discernment, creativity, and innovation.

The Gonzaga experience fosters a mature commitment to dignity of the human
person, social justice, diversity, intercultural competence, global engagement,
solidarity with the poor and vulnerable, and care for the planet. Grateful to God, the
Gonzaga community carries out this mission with responsible stewardship of our
physical, financial, and human resources.
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#2 Remain Flexible

How open are you to 
different ways of achieving 
your purpose?
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Confirmed in Mission at La Storta
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Artist: Dora Bittau
Photographer: Ken Wagner
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#3 Look for the Best

Where have you found God 
or goodness during this 
extraordinary year?
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#4 Lead and Serve for the Common Good
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How do you measure success?



#5 Imagine the Possible

What gives you hope?
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